
Given the diversity of our growing older adult population, 
nurse practitioner students need to be equipped with the 
knowledge, skills and motivation to deliver care to patients 
challenged by the Social Determinants of Health (SDH).  
Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioners 
(AGPCNPs) need to be prepared to enter the workforce as 
competent providers who can provide care to underserved 
older adults, taking these barriers into consideration Thus, 
nurse practitioner educators are faced with the task of 
enhancing curriculum to address the needs of our rapidly 
aging, vulnerable older adults by offering competency-based 
education. 
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Infusing the multifaceted educational innovations throughout the Adult -Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner program 
ensures graduate competence in managing the care of patients encountering one or more SDHs.

Exemplars of SDH Curricular 
Enhancements 

Future Curricular Innovations 
Future enhancements to the curriculum include:
ÅVideotaped scenarios with diverse patient factors for 

simulations. 
ÅInclusion of student reflection sections on each SOAP 

clinical note that addresses cultural competency and SDH 
patient barriers.

ÅDevelopment of additional specific case studies to be used 
in clinical management courses.  

Conclusion
Infusing the multifaceted educational innovations 
throughout the Adult -Gerontology Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner program ensures graduate competence in 
managing the care of patients encountering one or more 
SDHs.
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As part of the HRSA Advanced Nursing Education 
Workforce grant, cultural competence and SDH content 
with clinical experiences were threaded throughout the 
AGPCNP courses. Curricular enhancements began in the 
first semester of the program with health promotion and 
advanced health assessment courses and continued in 
pharmacology and clinical management courses. 
Enhancements included: 

ÅOnline Discussions
Å Inclusion of test questions reflective of impact of SDH
ÅComplex Case Studies
Å Student Assessment of Cultural Competence
ÅOnline Modules and Toolkits
ÅReflection Paper of Clinical Encounters 

These educational activities meet the AGPCNP(2016) 
competencies of Technology & Information Literacy, Policy, 
Health Care Delivery System, Ethics, Independent Practice 
by enhancing standardized patient scenarios and adding 
more information about social determinants of health, 
cultural competency, and health literacy.
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Online SDH Resources for 
Students  

ÅHealthy People 2020 SDH:

https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-
objectives/topic/social-determinants-of-health
ÅCenter for Disease Control SDH: 

https://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/
ÅTools for Putting SDH into Action:

https://www.cdc.gov/socialdeterminants/tools/inde
x.htm
ÅCenter for Health Progress video on SDH: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7iSYi3ziTI
ÅNational Environmental Justice Conference and 

Training Program Presentation video on the Impact 

of SDH on Health Disparities:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHvfjcuhAuQ

ÅLectures and Discussions:
�9 Lecture on the SDH impact on Genetic and 

Pathophysiology of chronic comorbidities.
�9 Lecture on health disparities related to SDH.
�9 SDH Discussion Model using CDC Social 

Determinants of Health Toolkit.
�9 Impact of SDH on Health Disparities Training 

Modules from the National Environmental Justice 
Conference. 

ÅAssignments: 
�9 Health promotion paper to highlight health 

promotion programs to address SDH affecting 
various populations of interests.

�9 Reflection paper on the integration of 
interprofessional collaborations and SDH.  

�9 Various group case study presentations that 
identify SDH and interprofessional collaborative 
methods to improve patient care.

�9 Integration of SDH into student clinical SOAP 
notes for Advance Primary Care Management 
courses. 
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